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The Monticello Library, under construction at 22435 W. 66th St. in Shawnee, will feature a round meeting room on the first floor. 


Johnson County’s new 
libraries: family-friendly 
and customer-oriented 


BY LYNN HORSLEY 
thorsley@kestar.com 


As Johnson County’s library 
system embarks on its first con- 
struction projects of the 21st 
century, Director Sean Casserley 
is already envisioning the fam- 
ily-friendly and customer-service 
components that put the “pub- 
lic” first in these new public 
libraries. 

Drive-up windows to help 
busy moms retrieve materials 
without having to get out of their 
cars. A “storywalk path” to let 
kids learn about letters and 
sounds. Automation equipment 
to get books back on the shelves 
and into circulation more quick- 
ly. 

“We are taking a page from 
Target and Walmart,” Casserley 


said, adding that the system is 
looking at the best in retail and 
hospitality trends. “We’re taking 
our inventory and putting it in 
front of the customers faster.” 

The first new branch opens 
this fall in western Shawnee, 
which has clamored for such a 
facility since the 1990s. The $18 
million Monticello Library, just 
off Shawnee Mission Parkway 
and West 66th Street, features 
ample meeting rooms and a 
flexible, open design that can be 
adapted as community needs 
change. 

Another $21 million library is 
on tap to open mid-2019 in the 
Lenexa City Center, 8778 Pen- 
rose Lane, replacing the popular 
but cramped Lackman branch 
near 87th and Lackman. 

They are the first significant 
projects resulting from a library 


property tax increase authorized 
in 2015. And they’re also an 
outgrowth of a master plan that 
found new libraries were urgent- 
ly needed for Johnson County’s 
growing population, especially in 
the northwest and southeast 
sectors. 

But who’s next out of the 
gate? Other Johnson County 
communities also have big li- 
brary needs, and balancing all 
those priorities is tough. 

“It’s very challenging, trying 
to be all things to all people at all 
times,” says library board chair- 
woman Nancy Hupp. “We have 
to look carefully at what is the 
highest priority and what fund- 
ing would be available.” 

After years of recession and 
budget constraints, the Johnson 
County library system is in ma- 
jor growth mode, and Casserley 


couldn’t be more pleased. 

He points out that nearly half 
of Johnson County’s residents 
have a library card and that the 
county’s average of 15 library 
books per card holder per year is 
higher than any other library 
system in this region. 

“What I’m most excited about 
is this community. It is funda- 
mentally curious. It loves learn- 
ing and supports libraries,” Cas- 
serley said, adding that that’s 
true of teens and millennials as 
well as families and older adults. 

Still, the library system’s 
growth spurt raises the question 
of which Johnson County city 
should be next in line for an 
upgrade. 

Hupp, who also serves on the 
Merriam City Council, and other 
Merriam leaders are pushing to 
replace the aging branch at 
Shawnee Mission Parkway and 
Antioch Road. They want to 
incorporate a new library into 
Merriam’s voter-approved com- 
munity center complex, planned 
in Vavra Park east of the Ikea 
store overlooking I-35. 

But that has to be weighed. 
against other needs, primarily 
Overland Park’s heavily used 
Blue Valley branch and the out- 
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Senator insists Trump 
used ‘vile and racist’ 
language in meeting 


BY EILEEN SULLIVAN 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Friday offered a vague denial 
about the language he chose to 
use about immigrants during a 
private meeting with law- 
makers at the White House on 
Thursday, when he reportedly 
referred to African nations as 
“shithole countries.” 

But Sen. Dick Durbin, D-IIL., 
said Friday that the president 
did use the term “shithole,” 
during the course of the meet- 
ing on immigration - which 
Durbin attended. The senator 
described Trump as saying 
“things which were hate-filled, 


vile and racist.” 

Ina Twitter 
post on Friday, 
just hours be- 
fore the presi- 
dent signed a 
proclamation to 
honor Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King 
Jr. Day, which is 
Monday, Trump appeared to 
parse the language he used 
when he spoke about immi- 
grants from different regions 
of the world. 

The president wrote that he 
never said of Haitians, “take 
them out.” 

The Twitter post was his 
second about news accounts of 
a private meeting Thursday at 
the White House. The presi- 


Dick 
Durbin 


dent denied some aspects of 
reports on his language - but 
he did not comment on his 
reported use of vulgarity to 
describe African nations. 

“Tt’s not true,” Durbin said 
of Trump’s denial. “He said 
these hate-filled things and he 
said them repeatedly.” 

Trump tweeted that his 
comments about Haitians 
were fabricated by Democrats, 
and said he “probably should 
record future meetings - un- 
fortunately, no trust!” 

Trump disparaged immigra- 
tion from African nations, 
according to people with direct 
knowledge of the conversa- 
tion. Trump also said the Unit- 
ed States should admit more 
people from places like Nor- 
way, an overwhelmingly white 
country. 

“Why do we need more 
Haitians?” Trump said, ac- 
cording to several news ac- 
counts, including The Wash- 
ington Post. “Take them out.” 
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County 
leaders 
to seek 
state 
inquiry 
of White 


BY MIKE HENDRICKS 
AND STEVE VOCKRODT 


The Kansas City Star 


The political chaos enveloping 
Jackson County is expected to 
take another turn next week as 
county legislators plan to ask 
Missouri’s attorney general to 
investigate a number of issues 
surrounding County Executive 
Frank White. 

Among some legislators’ con- 
cerns is The Star’s finding that 
when White filed 
for office in 2016 
he signed a sworn 
document declar- 
ing that he was 
current on all 
state and local 
taxes. But the 
newspaper’s re- 
view of court 
documents show 
White owed more than $5,000 
in back state income taxes at the 
time. 

Records show that those tax- 
es, dating back to 2013, weren’t 
paid until April 15, 2016 — two 
months after he filed for office 
and swore that his taxes were 
paid. 

That gap is important because 
Missouri office-seekers are re- 
quired to testify that they are 
“not currently aware” of any 
delinquent state or local taxes. 
Candidates who are behind on 
their taxes are disqualified from 
running for office. Lying on the 
form is perjury. 

White acknowledged on Fri- 
day that he misstated his tax 
situation when he signed De- 
partment of Revenue Form 
5120, but said it was uninten- 
tional. 

“In 2016, when I signed the 
form, I did so honestly and in 
full compliance of the law,” 
White said in an email. “When I 
later became aware that I owed 
taxes for a prior year, I immedi- 
ately paid the amount in full and 
moved forward.” 


Frank 
White 
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